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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

  

WHAT IS PLAYBOOK 2030? 

Playbook 2030 is designed with one goal – to transform Calgary into Canada’s 
most livable region. To do this, we established a globally leading vision for 
Calgary’s regional active economy – encompassing active living, sport, recreation, 
health & wellness, and all other associated sectors. Playbook 2030 is the first 
phase of a ten-year master plan to maximize the active economy’s direct impact 
on our livability which is measured by economic, human, social, and 
environmental prosperity. 

Playbook 2030 was facilitated by the ActiveCITY Collective, a collaboration of 
social, commercial and public sector enterprises and individuals engaged in the 
Calgary regional active economy.  Our regional active economy incorporates three 
cities, six towns, two First Nations, and multiple school boards, impacting more 
than 20 policy areas at all levels of government. Moreover, it is anchored in 
listening to the rich diverse voices that define the future of our community.  
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WHAT IS THE            

ACTIVE ECONOMY? 

The active economy incorporates all enterprises 

participating in, or contributing to, improving 

individual or community prosperity through the 

development and delivery of active living, sport, 

active recreation, physical education, physical 

literacy, indoor and outdoor play, health, wellness, 

and all other associated sectors. Calgary’s regional 

active economy includes 3,945 commercial, social, 

and public enterprises, employing 42,658 people 

and engaging 111,000 volunteers. In total, we 

estimate over 1.5 million local people are directly 

engaged in our diverse regional active economy. 

 

 

 

 

HOW IT WAS DEVELOPED? 

Between May 2019 and October 2020, an 

ActiveCITY Collective research team compiled 

existing evidence on the scope and impact of the 

active economy. This research included over 300 

peer-reviewed studies and policy reports, and 70 

benchmark reports from diverse jurisdictions. 

Each study and report were audited, with 

emphasis put on empirical research that provided 

evidence of a systematic impact on human, 

economic, social, and environmental community 

prosperity. Concurrently, leveraging the reach of 

ecosystem partners, we initiated one of the largest 

public engagement processes in the city’s history, 

engaging over 23,000 people. Our goal was to 

hear from a diverse, cross-section of individuals 

and hopefully overcome traditional and siloed 

thinking that has in our opinion impaired our 

ecosystem for decades.  
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